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The BLM maintains an inventory of all lands under its jurisdiction, pursuant to Section 201 of the Federal Land 

Policy Management Act (FLPMA).   As required by law, the BLM continues to maintain inventories of lands 

under its jurisdiction, including lands with wilderness characteristics. The BLM will consider the wilderness 

characteristics of BLM-administered land when undertaking land use planning consistent with FLPMA and other 

applicable authorities.   

 

Inventories for Lands with Wilderness Characteristics   
 

The existing inventory of BLM-administered lands in the planning area was updated and evaluated to determine 

whether lands have wilderness characteristics.  Throughout the inventory update, the criteria for analyzing and 

determining the presence of wilderness characteristics remained unchanged.  Areas with wilderness characteristics 

must possess sufficient size, natural qualities and opportunities for either solitude or primitive and unconfined 

recreation. In addition, they may also possess supplemental values.  

 

Lands with Wilderness Characteristics are generally defined as contiguous BLM-administered lands of 5,000 

acres or more (or smaller areas contiguous with lands designated for wilderness protection), mostly natural, and 

containing outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive and unconfined recreation.  The existing inventory 

of BLM land in the South Dakota planning area was updated and evaluated to determine whether any lands have 

wilderness characteristics.  The inventory update was completed under guidance contained in Instruction 

Memorandum 2011-154.  

 

Most areas with BLM public land in South Dakota contain small public land parcels intermingled with private 

lands.  Reservoirs, fences, roads, cattle guards, water tanks cell phone towers, gas pipelines and oil and gas 

compressor stations are common on public land.   Ranch and farm headquarters are present on adjacent private 

land and contain primary dwellings, outbuildings, livestock shelters, shelterbelts and farm equipment.  For these 

reasons the inventory updates identified no areas meeting the criteria for wilderness characteristics.    

 


